Council have recently proposed changes in the By-laws designed to encourage medical students in the UK and younger members of the profession to join the Society and obtain most of the benefits available to Fellows. Associateship of the Society used to be open, with limited privileges, to those who were within ten years of their first registrable qualification. Associates will now be drawn from students registered at a medical, dental or veterinary school of a university in the United Kingdom and from provisionally registered doctors. The annual subscription for Associates will be £2.00 and they will be entitled to most of the privileges of Fellows, except that they may not borrow from the Library. A further change in the By-laws ensures that those who are within five years of registration may join the Society as Fellows, with full privileges, at a reduced annual subscription of £10.00.
Music Club
Members will recall that a music club has been formed within the Society and that two concerts were planned for this current session. Both concerts have now been held at Chandos House. At the first concert, on March 8, the Amadeus String Quartet played works by Haydn, Mozart and Beethoven; the second concert was given on May 3 by Raymond Leppard at the harpsichord, with members of his ensemble and with Patricia Kern (mezzo-soprano), performing works by Albinoni, J C Bach, Cavalli and Monteverdi. There is no doubt that both concerts were most enthusiastically received by those present, but on each occasion the concerts were under-subscribed and a further twenty tickets could have been sold if there had been the demand. The costs were not covered by the income from the tickets sold, although the artists reduced their fees for both concerts, and to that extent they were a drain on the funds raised by the subscriptions of the Founder Members of the Club. Future concerts will probably need to be less lavish, though they need not be less artistically rewarding.
Gifts and Donations
The following gifts and donations were reported at the meeting of Council on April 18 and are here gratefully acknowledged: This book is intensely interesting and the editor is to be congratulated on bringing together so many eminent contributors, each an authority in his own special sphere. In the 324 pages there is a fund of expert knowledge, by no means confined to radiotherapy, and there is a minimum of technical detail, difficult to understand for anyone of only reasonable acquaintance with the wider aspects of cancer.
The chapters are not of uniform excellence, but all are good, and many are outstanding; together they emphasize the exciting period that looms ahead in understanding and treating cancer, gynecological cancer in particular. Special mention must be made of the excellent chapters on carcinomas of the uterine cervix by Gilbert Fletcher; serial biopsies by Lilian H Walter et al.; the effect of irradiation on epithelial cells by Erica Wachtel; cytogenetic factors influencing the prognosis of uterine cancer by N B Atkin; oxygen tension and radiocurability by Per Kolstad, of the Norwegian Radium Hospital, Oslo (though not many clinicians would agree that the best evidence for the effectiveness of anoxia in restricting the radiocurability of human cancer may be seen in squamous cell carcinoma of the cervix uteri, where death is frequently associated with the failure of radiotherapy to control the local disease (Withers 1965)).
Other chapters of absorbing interest are those by Strickland on the treatment of carcinoma of the body of the uterus, by H L Kottmeier on ovarian cancer, by K D Bagshawe on the treatment of trophoblastic tumours, and that by H Limburg et al. on chemotherapy of gyn=cological cancer.
This reader's final impression is that so much new knowledge can be properly used only by large units, with enough specialized staff and facilities to apply the knowledge, and learn from experience in a reasonably short time. This country, with a few exceptions, sadly lacks these units and contributes too little to progress in treating gynecological cancer. This volume is the first of a series in which it is proposed to publish the annual symposia of the Association, and the present subject was chosen in the belief that the relationship of biological membranes to the pathogenesis of disease will become a major concern of pathologists. Few will disagree with this, but it is not easy to discern the rationale that determined the individual topics for the nine contributions in the book.
There are three papers concerned with different aspects of membrane ultrastructure and organization as investigated by the electron microscope. One of these, that by Parsons, is a valuable critique of the main problems in the interpretation of ultrastructural observations made with contemporary electron microscope techniques, together with an indication of future developments in this field. By contrast, Sjostrand's contribution represents a view of membrane structure that is undoubtedly controversial, and there is no comparable contribution from any of the investigators holding differing views.
Individual contributions are presented on drug metabolism, ion and water shifts in cell injury, endocytosis, the infectious cycle of vaccinia virus, membrane glycoproteins (only 6 pages), and mitochondrial biogenesis in rat liver. Each of these chapters is interesting, but they are of widely differing length and there is no obvious relationship between many of the contributions. It is therefore difficult to recommend this slim and relatively expensive volume for personal purchase, although it will find a place in medical libraries as an interestingpot-pourri.
J A LUCY
The Year Book of Neurology and Neurosurgery 1971 edited by Russell N De Jong Mi) and Oscar Sugar MD pp 510 illustrated £6-80 Chicago: Year Book MedicalPublishers 1971 London: Lloyd-Luke The latest volume in this series is as welcome as ever. Of the 492 pages of text, 276 are devoted to neurology and 216 to neurosurgery. Approximately 600 articles are reviewed and 115 figures and tables are reproduced. The production is excellent, the style clear and, in spite of the concentrated nature of the work, eminently readable. One is left full of admiration for the industry of the editors in their review of neurological writings in the world's most important journals during the years 1969 and 1970. This is a valuable series which does much to ease the problem of maintaining contact with neurological literature, medical and surgical. A very wide range of subjects receives consideration and the list of references provided is in itself of real value. In addition, and surprisingly, it is pleasant to browse through the pages and discover how many of the reviews are of interest and value. It is thus a strong stimulus to further selective reading. The editors deserve our thanks for such a work. J Its aim, stated in the preface, is 'to provide information on mammalian radiation, including man, and to discuss the physio-pathologic problems with respect to human extrapolation. The paramount interest of this book is to set forth biological, pathological, and experimental data in a comprehensive fashion useful to researchers, clinicians, students, and the academic body as a reference book and informative text book'. The editor has assembled a galaxy of talent to provide individual chapters on specialized subjects, and the names of such international authorities as, for instance, Elkind and Withers, Zeman, Maisin, Lacassagne, Lindop, van den Brenk, and Mathe, are a guarantee that their contributions will be authoritative. The informed reader will therefore
